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Date: February 7, 1967; Thme: about
1215 EAST.

ELocation: Hobart area.

Situation: Temperature 1004-°F,, winds
gale force from north. Commercial
radio sources calling for volunteer
firefighters for many areas all
around southern Tasmania. Smoke
haze thickening rapidly in city
area.

not remarkable that the 6 meire

mobile net frequency was well
occupied from about 1215 EAS.T, and
about two hours later was being used
in earnest by several mobiles. About
that time the first attempis at crgan-
isation were made when, after consulta-
tion with Tom VKT7AL and after ascer-
taining that phone exchanges -were
jammed, lines were down and power
off in many suburbs, Dave VEK7ZMD
was sent into the Fire Brigade Hqg. with
& metre mobile gear io relay dixect
te them HAre reports from mobiles
moving around trouble gpots lacking
telephone communications through fire
or exchange overload. When the Fire
Brigade personnel realised that they
could no longer use the information
being relayed to them, due to complete
occupation of all their personnel and
resources, VKIZMD was relieved of
d

HAVING thus set the scene, it is

uty.

Zy.t about this time the official P.M.G.
station, with the R.I. on the mike, came
up on the 6 meire net frequency and
informed all stations that they were
officially urged to continue to handle
distress traffic.

This gets us to the point where but
one commercial radio source was still

«3 Anglis Street, New Town, Tasmania.

View of burnt out Springs Hotel.
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A.C.EN. IN TASI
THE BUSH FIRE

GRFG. JOHNSTON,* BSc., VK7ZKJ

Cover photograph shows the remains

of the hotel with Mi, Wellington and t.v. mast in background. Hotel

was double story, unlicensed, tourist stopping place for morning and
afterncor: teas half way up Mt ‘Wellington.

on the air broadeasting a continual
stream of queries and reguests for
firefighters. Someone, I don't kunow
who, suggested we put a base mobile
ocutside the studio of this radic station
(7TH'T) and use the mobiles to try and
assist them in the job they were doing.
One query satisfied after a short relay,
due to power lines across the road,
concerned the fate of the children from
the Taroona Primary School. They had
been evacuated to ihe beach in a timely
move by their teachers and were being
looked after. No doubt the parents of
these children were very relieved to
hear this news come back over THT
after a 6 metre VKTZKJ to VKVZDBJ
to THT relay. All commercial commun-
ications were out into Taroona area.

At about 1700 hours the President
of the W.ILA. {Tom VK7AL) approach-
ed the Police and offered our services
as a going concern. Aboui two hours
after, Tom received a telephone call
from the Police asking for help with
communications into Huonville. At this
stage we were able to inform them
that the situation had been taken in
hand by our organisation working in
conjunction with Civil Defeace and
that communication sheould shortly be
available.

NETS ESTABLISHED

Alse at 1700 hours Lee VETEC con-
tacted Jack VE7JB on 3590 Kc. with
the upshot being that VK7JB went to
Civil Defence Headquarters only to find
Ted VKT7EB in attendance with equip-
ment half set up on 3590 Ke. Shorlly
afier this, at about 1715 hours, VKTEC
and VKYER set up a 3580 Kc. link, with
VETKC also linking through on 6

metres to most of the mobiles from his
own mobile. At approx. 1730 hrs. VK-

Rear:

DURING

ISASTER

77KJ arrived at VETKCs QTH with
a.c. operated 6 metre rig and installed
it as base station for the mobile net
on 53.035 Mc. Thus by 1730 hrs. we
fhad W.LC.EN. conirol station linked
to Civil Defence FHg. on 80 metres.
Civil Defence in turn kad facilities for
distributing the information W.L.C.E.N.
obtained to the appropriate quarters.

Very socn after this, with situation
reports coming in rapidly and finding
coverage was not up to the mark on
6 metres because mobiles were getling
too far out of the city area, a relay
station was set up on Mt. Rumney by
Barry VETZBJ and Ron VEKTZRO at
about 1815 hrs. Mt. Rumney was burnt
off prior to this, but was dangerous
with trees coming down over the zoad
—it is situated east of Hobart over-
looking the airport and so situated as
to be a highly favoured location for
extended 6 metre ground wave com-
munication. -

Thus by 1815 hours W.ICEN. had
set up 6 metre facilities allowing com-
municaticn over a radius of about 30
miles from Hobart, had several § metre
mohiles in trouble spots sending in
situation reports, several more mobiles
standing by, and a 3.5 Me. link from
W.I.C.E.N. Control to Civil Defence Hag.
relaying information coming in on 6
metres for routing to Police or other
services.

By 2100 hrs. VKT7ZZ, VEKTMF and
VKT7DR were handling traffic on 40
metres in relation to P.M.G. commun-
ication replacement reguirements.

As the rpads were very dangerous
in most areas outside the metropolitan
area with bridges burnt out and power
and phone poles coming down across
the roads, all mobiles were recalled at
approx. 0100 hrs. Feb. 8 after many

Civil Defence Headquarters, Public Buildings, Hobart.

Jack Eatchelar, VKTJB.

Front lefi: Croshy Russel-Green, VETCR.
Front right: Ted Cruise, VK7EJ.
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operators had sent in information in-
dicating the situation in most of the
digaster areas via W.I.C.EN. control to
the Civil Defence Hg. and thence the
Police Commissioner as head of the
emergency operations. Communications
were not established with Huonvilie on
Feb. 7 as all roads into the area were
impassable when our assistance was
requested, W.I.C.EN. Control and Civil
Defence link (C.D. link) closed at
approx. 0215 hrs.

All links and relays were operational
again by 0800 hrs. on the 8th., Several
g metre mobiles were on standby and
several others active, in some cases in
areas which had been lacking any
communication fer 24 hours. Many
hours were wasted by three mobiles
who were despaiched to pinpoint a fire
reported in the Carlion area in ihree
separate begus reports to the author-
ities who requested us to confirm or
otherwise.

W.LC.EN. Control at the residence of VHETEC.
Lee Cordell, VEKTKC, at the miKke. -

As fire relief cenires were set up in
the country centres, mobiles endeav-
cured to contact their organisers and
transmit back any urgent food and
clothing requirements they had.

Two mobiles with § and 80 metre
equipment were set up in Huonville
during the jate afternoon and while
Winston VEKTWH was getting set up fo
relay on 6 after QRM from Amateurs
outside VKT had forced closure of the
direct Huon-Hobart 3596 link, Terry
VETCT was passing distress traffic on
3090 per cw. to VK2ZAGH who then
relayed to W.LCEN. Control VK7EC.
Many thanks VK2AGH for your assist-
ance on this occasion
_ Very satisfactory 6 metre commun-
leation wvia Mt. Rumney relay to
WICEN. thence C.D. Hq. was estab-
lished soon after this and a consider-
able amount of Police and general
distress traffic passed. While this was
going on further {raffic was coming
back through the Mt. Rumney link into
WICEN. Contrel from four mohiles
i the Carlion to Tasman Peninsula
area—the first news hack into C.D. Hg.
from there since the fires cut the tele-
phone lines into the area.

All mobiles were recalled from their
areas al 2225 hrs. and the M{. Rumney
link elosed as soon as all unils were
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in direct communication with W.I.CEN.
Control at 2300 hrs., Up until this time
additional traffic was coming through
Mt., Rumney from Mike VEK7ZMC who
set up a base station with his 6 metre
mobile at the Woodbridge relief centre
—this was the sole communication ser-
vice available in the area south of Snug.

Also on the 8th, from 1100 io 1415
hrs, VK7ZZ was handling iraffic to
mainiand VK for the Departments of
Social Services and Labour and Nat-
icnal Services, broadily concerned with
damage and staff requirements.

EXTRA RELAY STATION
INSTALLED

The situation continued virtually
unchanged on the 9th with the excep-
tion that to provide against overloading
the 6 metre frequency at the Mt Rum-
ney relay site, at pealk traffic. pericds
an alternate 2 metre link from this site

Traffic

io W.ICEN, Control was Iinstalled,
leaving 6 metres for use on Iinward
traffic from mobiles to the relay station
only. A second operator then put it
down o W.I.C.EN. Control via 2 metres.
This, of course, doubled the traffic
handling capabkility of the Mt Rumney
relay.

All wvhi distress traffic units and
h.t. personal third party units closed
by approximately (100 on 10th Feb-
ruary to allow the operators and gear
to cool down for a few hours as traffic
had slowed fo a mere {rickle at that
time. Al channels were again opened
by approx. 08i5 hrs. with an exira
link, this time point to point via hi.
(3550 XKe.) between Richmond and
Colebrook-—again to be the sole com-
munication link available. Uniis at both
towns were also eguipped with 6 metre
mobile equipment whieh was used o
relay wvia Mt. Rumney back to W.I.C.
E.N, Control and C.D. Hg. when QRM
or QRN prevented direct reception of
3580 Ke. traffic at WICEN. Control.
This meant virtually all the time in
daylight hours as the hif. eguipment
was QRP d.c. operated a.m. gear which
was replaced as demand proved the
necesgity on 13th February by high
power sideband transceivers on the
2590 Kc. channe! powered by petrol

motor driven generating plants. This
h.f. link between Richinond and Cole-
brook was maintained until 1800 hrs.
on l4th PFebruary.

By Saturday 1100 hrs. (ie. 11th), this
hi. point to point link was integrated
fully into the W.IL.CE.N, system with
the instaliation of a complete station
on Mt. Wellington by John VKTZJIG,
assisfed by VERJZKJ, at the premises
of TVTE transmitter and we were for-
tunate to have been able to “borrow”
guarters and 240v. a.c. from their
emergency generating system. Our
thanks are due ito TVTE for allowing
us tc use their facilities during this
period.

Thus was set up a relay station cap-
able of reception on any Amateur fre-
guency up io 2 metres and capable of
patching the received signal to W.IC.
EN. Control and C.ID. Hg. simultan-
eously on 6 and/or 2 metres merely at
the flick of a switch.

being handled at W.I.C.EN. Control
Hear: Lee VKT7KC: foreground: lan {Associate).

in view of the predicted high fire
risk in Northern Tasmania, the M.
Wellington link also established a link
through to Mike VEKTZMC/M on Mt
Barrow in the north on 52.035 Mc, net
frequency, again with patch {facilities
available to W.ICEN. or CD, in case
it became necessary o use it.

With the sophisticated monitoring
and patch relay systems installed on
Mt. Wellington, the relay on Mt. Rum-
ney became largely redundant and was
closed down, atter being almost con-
tinuously manned for four days, at
approx. 2000 hrs. on 11th. During this
time almost all operation was on bat-
terics as the 240v. a.c. supply was cut
very early by fire on Tth. D.C.A. per-
sonnel did allow our operators to bor-
row 240v. ac. from their emergency
set on Mt. Rumney spasmodically.

MOBILE UNITS WITHDRAWN

By 1500 hours on the 12th, all mobile
units had been withdrawn as their
services were no longer reguired, but
the portable units at Colebrook and
Richmond were still wvery active with
peint to point traffic on h.f., with Rich-
mond now having telephone facilities
into Hobart at times. Mt. Wellington
remained open until 1800 hours on 13th
for relay from these stations should
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telephones fail again, as was oceurring
frequently prior t

Thus things dre
at 1800 ho
ail links were clo
largely restored and our
no longer required,

w slowly to a close

February 14 when
sed as services were
assistance was
an Army
L of the equipment
liington for their use in a
station they set up there.

se at the conclu-
tion. Thanks are
rs to me to be
empt to single
ividuzls than has already
the work of Lee
very willing workers
CEN. Control
VI, who fed

Many questions ari
siorr of such an opera
due to many.
a risky proce
out more ind

and the team of
who assisted

and of Lee’s X
knows how many people each
day and put up with s
strangers in an
fuil week mus
with thanks.

The key to the
success was the en
lessness of the opera
6 meire mo
at some stage du
who proved,
exireme versa
metre net opera
while the whele compe
munications was TORD
support of the 10
e stations wh
oviding fixed
gervices. The added
ility boosted th
I the gystem by 100%.
ing the whole emergency
many Associate W.IA. mem

o many I
d the home for
it be acknowledged

entire operational
thusiasm and self-
tors and assistants
hile stations used
ring the operation and
e first time,
tility and utility of 6
tion in W.LC.EN. work,
tence of the com-
ded off by the
T.f. mobite and
jech did such good
point to point
tre relay and
e total traffic

operation were be
bers and

The QUALITY'S

even friends of

Australia who helped

our mobile “fleet”
the normal fixed
ready in existence,

LESSONS LEARNED
In retrospecf,

Well quite spontaneously

elative Brigade Headguarters and

ectablishment, using
the Defence Hg. by an
telephone outlets for
so0 thoroughly
radic as a back up for

Back-

circumstances.

TOROIDAL Type

Tlustrated is Aegis Type
§105. A high efficiency com-
verter transformer. Input
Gv. or 12v. d.c. Output 150v.
and 300v. at 45 watts peak.
Many other designs avail-
able.

HEAVY GAUGE

HONEYCOME Type

Supplied in the range 0.5 H. to 100
H. for use in loudspeaker crossover
networks and other heavy dufy low
resistance applications.

Amateurs who assisted
throughout as seribes and of course the
hf home station operators throughout
wherever they
possibly could in every respect.

One hopes that the authorities will
now realise and recognise, at jeast in
gsome part, the high potential value of
when cou
station network al-
during any state of
civil emergency such as that just past.

pled with

what did W.ICEN.
achieve and how fast once the situation
heecame one of extreme emergency’
a § meire
mobile net controlled first from the Fire
later
near THT studios was operative within
the hour of the state of emergency
being proclaimed. Within a further 3
hours the 6 metre mobile network was
under W.LC.EN. Control from VETKC’s
the call VETZEJ,
and the whole system was integrated
into supplying situation reports t
h.t. (3590 Kc.) link
from VEJEC to VK7EB. Civil Defence
in turn had personnel and serviceable
distribution of
traffic sent in by Ww.ICEN. to their Ha.

The speed with which W.ICEN, got
organised was a tribute
to those Amateurs concerned, and de-
monstrated once again the need for
line commun-
ications. Here the telephone proved to
extremely vulnerable under the

o Civil

tion

not

genc

What
of our activity? First and foremost we
found out that the v.h.i. mobiles, assist~
ed by relay stations,
entire disaster area for

else did we learn as a result

could cover the
traffic or situa-
reporting and apart from the avail-

ability at very short notice of so many

mebile
Hobart, the 53

(approx. 25) around
Mece. net fregquency was
to QRM from fellow

units

subjected

Amateurs not involved in the emer-

v. Further, that when backed up

by 2 metre portable or mobile, a 6

meire relay station couid really handle

traffic by using one freguency

C.D.
{rom

seve
and

sawW
the

the

Control, to
clear
traffic and as a standby channe! should
ali traffic lines go out.
most important, W.LC.EN.
permanent headguarters

W.1.A. property
lations of vhi.
direct telephones as mentioned before;

gallon or b0
mobiles’ use; auxiliary generating set;

for in-

ward and one for outward iraffic
simulianeously.
What did we need? First and fore-

most direct felephone lines to Dbeth

and Police Hg. from WICEN.
leave yet another channel
(i.e. 3580 Kc.) for emergency
Secondly, and
requires a
on perhaps
with permanent instal-
znd hi. eguipment;

le space to park up to 25 mobile

amp
units on standby; a substantial petrol
dump (bulk), and a supply of four-

thereabouts containers for

ral battery chargers, and sleeping
cooking accommodation for at least

three operators.
Well that seems about the story as I

it from the very early stages of
emergency and although 1 hope

never to see another such emergency,

experience with WICEN. was &

most valuable one.

Wound In!

VINKOR Type

We manuiacture and
stock as standard lines
a1} the Mullard-design-
ed equaliser chokes
and fransformers for
tape recorders, hi-fi
tuners, ete, and are
always plegsed to
quote for specials.

[

b}
ATIONS

o) s

Available from all
good radio parts
stores.

R TR R
Aegis Manufacturing Co. P./L.
347 barebin Rd., Thornbury,
Victoria. 'Phone 49-1017.
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